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Abstract - The results showed that the development of Islamic religious education in shaping the 

character of their students. The development was done through: First, the development of Islamic 

religious education was influenced by the construction of Islamic religious education, and 

implementation. Second, the comfiguration of the character of students through the formula of 

sociological, psychological, and integration of the system. Third, the development of Islamic religious 

education contributed to the improvement of public response, an increase in learners’ achievements, and 

improving the quality of education services. 
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1. Introduction 

The goals of Islamic religious education formulated by the world Islamic 

education congress are as broad and deep as the needs of human life as individual beings 

and as social beings imbued with religious teachings. This is in line with the view of 

Liam Gearon (2010: 185) which states that teaching citizenship can be done through 

religious education. A different view comes from L. Broadbent (2002:176) who states 

that religious education contributes to the formation of civic education, and character 

education. Similarly, his other statement that religious education contributes to social, 

cultural, and civic development. 

In terms of religious education contributing to character formation, Muhammad 

Munir Mursi (1987:54) affirmed that religious education can develop intellectually, and 

at the same time form character, the same view that character building is to some extent 

influenced by individual morals, aesthetics, social and religious sentiments. Likewise, 

the statement that religious education can contribute to the development of education 

and the development of education can affect the character of students. A similar 

statement also came from Ki Hajar Dewantara (1962:166) in the first part of education 

with the view that education should be directed at fostering and building character.  

The dualism of popular education in Indonesia is general education and 

religious education. General education makes graduates excel in the fields of 

knowledge and technology, while religious education takes the form of graduates 

excelling in the field of religion. However, Islam has the view that religious education 

from elementary, middle to high school levels, has urgency and significance in shaping 

the character of students, namely in attitudes, religious behavior of students and 

building morals and ethics.  

The operationalization of Islamic religious education, which is the core of the 

education system, is in line with the concept of developing Islamic religious education 
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where faith and piety will become the core of the national education system. This can 

be realized if the formulation is that national education aims to develop the potential of 

students to become human beings of faith and fear of God Almighty who have noble 

character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become 

democratic and responsible citizens. . 

This view is based on the function and purpose of national education in 

Indonesia. Article 3 of the Law of the Republic of Indonesia No. 20 of 2003 concerning 

the National Education System (UUSPN) states that "National education functions to 

develop and shape the character and civilization of a dignified nation in the context of 

educating the nation's life, aiming at developing the potential of students to become 

human beings of faith. and fear God Almighty, have noble character, be healthy, 

knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become a democratic and 

responsible citizen," which is further elaborated in the development of the Islamic 

religious education syllabus. This means that according to the law on the national 

education system, religious education has a very large role in achieving the goals of 

national education and at the same time the formulation of the goals of national 

education becomes the basis for developing the quality of Islamic religious education 

in shaping the character of students. 

On a macro level, the sources of character formation are based on the values of 

religious teachings. This is because the lives of individuals, communities, and nations 

are always based on religious teachings and beliefs. Even politically, the life of the state 

is based on the values of religious teachings. At this level, character building is 

specifically carried out through Islamic religious education, because its mission is to 

develop values and attitudes. In Islamic religious education, character formation is 

developed as (instructional effects) as well as (nurturant effects). 

Secara umum pendidikan agama dan keagamaan berfungsi untuk membentuk 

manusia Indonesia yang berkarakter yaitu beriman dan bertakwa kepada Tuhan Yang 

Maha Esa serta berakhlak mulia, dan mampu menjaga kerukunan hubungan antar umat 

beragama, memahami, menghayati, dan mengamalkan nilai-nilai agama yang 

mengimbangi penguasaannya dalam ilmu pengetahuan, teknologi dan seni. Tujuan 

pembentukan karakter dalam pendidikan agama lebih rinci menurut Agus Maimun 

(2003:3) adalah pertama, menanamkan nilai-nilai untuk menangkis pengaruh nilai-nilai 

negatif atau cenderung negatif akibat arus globalisasi. Kedua, memerangi 

kecenderungan materialisme, konsumerisme, dan hedonisme. Ketiga, menanamkan 

pemahaman dan penghayatan nilai keadilan. Keempat, menanamkan etos kerja yang 

mantap sebagai bekal dalam menghadapi dunia kerja dan realitas sosial. 

However, the reality is that there are indicators of religious education, including 

Islamic religious education, which do not maximally change cognitive religious 

knowledge into meaning and values into affective that can be internalized by students, 

religious education is less sensitive to social change, so Islamic religious education does 

not contribute much. to the formation of student character, including; first, the 

phenomenon of various deviations in religiosity among students, second, there is a shift 

in the value system, third, the influence of the negative global cultural current. Sa'id 
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Agil Husin Al-Munawar (2003:41) admits this, because religious education is at the 

forefront of preparing quality human resources, not only intellectual intelligence but 

also moral intelligence and religious education should make a real contribution in 

realizing more character students. 

 

2. Research Method 

The type of research used in this research is descriptive qualitative, with a 

sociological, psychological and systems approach. 

The sociological aspect of the functional approach to Islamic education can be 

explored through 2 (two) things, namely the individual dimension and the social 

dimension. Individually, Islamic education has a function as a provider of meaning 

(meaning function) and identity function. 

The psychological aspect can be explained how the development of Islamic 

religious education which includes religious awareness (religious consciousness) and 

religious experience that brings beliefs generated by action (amaliah) includes the work 

of students' thoughts and feelings towards religion, both religious attitudes, indifferent 

indifferent, or anti-religious; means that the expression is a mental process that affects 

students so that it can shape the character of students. 

Aspects of the integration of the system (system approach) and the 

characteristics contained in the development of Islamic religious education are the 

existence of a goal, the existence of a system component, a function that guarantees the 

dynamics and unity of the work of the system and the interaction between components 

of the Islamic religious education system. 

 

3. Result and Discussion 

The findings of this study consist of 3 (three) things, namely: implementation, 

configuration, and contribution. The implementation of Islamic religious education 

development management can be explored from the steps taken by the school through 

3 (three) steps, namely: conceptualization, operationalization, and institutionalization. 

Likewise, the findings related to the configuration of the character of students can be 

explored through 3 (three) aspects, namely: sociological, psychological formulas, and 

system integration. Furthermore, the findings of the contribution of the development of 

Islamic religious education to the improvement of education in 3 (three) things, namely: 

increasing community response, increasing student achievement, and improving 

education services achieving educational quality standards. The findings can be stated 

as follows: 

a. Implementation of Islamic Religious Education Development 

Conceptual implementation through the establishment of a strategic plan for 

school development and a strategic plan for the development of Islamic religious 

education, and the determination of seven velues as an identification of the character 

values of Islamic religious education towards character building. Implementation at the 

operational level can be traced to the development of character values of Islamic 

religious education which are reflected in the curriculum, student affairs, and 
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infrastructure. Furthermore, implementation at the institutional level can be proven 

through the creation of conducive situations and conditions for the development of 

Islamic religious education character values supported by school policies and rules, 

school regulations and their implementation, supporting facilities and infrastructure, 

and the attitudes and behavior of school principals, educators, and staff education.  

 

b. Student Character Configuration 

To see how the character of students is formed requires a fairly good formula, 

and this job is not something easy. The configuration of the formula is in the form of 

sociological, psychological and system integration aspects. The categorization of 

values is based on the consideration that in essence the behavior of a person with 

character is the embodiment of the function of the psychological totality and the social 

totality in the context of interaction and lasts a lifetime. Character configuration in the 

context of the totality of psychological and social processes can be grouped into 3 

(three) formulas, namely: sociological formula, psychological formula, and system 

integration formula. 

Sociological aspects in the form of individual needs for the quality of learning, 

personality identity, beliefs, and outlook on life of each student contribute to the 

formation of the character of students. 

Likewise with the psychological aspects in the form of individual and social 

religious habits related to religious teachings, worship activities both religious and 

humanitarian rituals, activities that arise from religious school communities, and the 

atmosphere of religious life in the school environment along with Religious awareness 

in schools contributes to the formation of the character of students. 

Furthermore, the results of the research findings show that aspects of system 

integration in the form of integration of components of Islamic religious education 

through integration of objectives, integration of materials, and integration of processes 

contribute to the formation of the character of students. 

 

c. Contribution of Islamic Religious Education Development in Character Building 

Students 

The contribution of the development of Islamic religious education in the 

formation of the character of students is based on the development of a process of 

embodiment, and the inculcation of Islamic religious values widely into every aspect 

of human life. The character values of the Islamic religious education of students are 

the values of the character of the Islamic religion as accepted by students both in their 

thoughts, feelings and actions are a very valuable contribution to the development of 

Islamic religious education. The character values of Islamic religious education that 

contribute to the development of Islamic religious education are 7 (seven) character 

values, with details as follows: (1) Integrity attitude (self-pride); (2) First in Islamic 

moral and academic achievement (excellent in Islamic morals and academic 

achievement); (3) Build and maintain friendships (build and maintain friendships); (4) 

Innovative and creative (creative and innovative); (5) Respect and trusted; (6) 
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Discipline of self development (discipline to develop self); (7) Care and positive 

contribution to society. 

The contribution of the development of Islamic religious education to the 

formation of 7 (seven) character values of students is summarized in 3 (three) things, 

namely: First, the sociological contribution in the form of increasing community 

response; Second, psychological contributions in the form of academic and non-

academic achievements of students; and thirdly, the contribution of system integration 

in the form of improving the quality of education services with the achievement of 

superior institutional quality standards. 

 

4. Conclusion 

Islamic religious education that is developed contributes to the formation of the 

character of students. This development is influenced by the construction factor of 

Islamic religious education, and its implementation. The formation of the character of 

the students occurs through sociological, psychological, and system integration 

formulas. Contribution to the development of Islamic religious education in the form 

of increasing public response, increasing academic and non-academic achievements, 

and improving the quality of education services by achieving educational quality 

standards. 

The development of Islamic religious education in the formation of the character 

of students is achieved through educational construction, the construction of which is a 

model of educational institution resulting from the transformation of the 

functionalization of the mosque, a school model with Islamic character, and a form of 

Islamic educational institution that is committed to quality. 

Implementation of the development of Islamic religious education can be traced 

through 3 (three) factors, namely: conceptualization of the development of Islamic 

religious education; operationalization of the development of Islamic religious 

education; and institutionalization of the development of Islamic religious education. 

Conceptualization of the development of Islamic religious education, namely by 

establishing a strategic plan for school development and a strategic plan for the 

development of Islamic religious education. 

Operationalization of the development of Islamic religious education can be 

done by developing character values that are reflected in the intracurricular, 

extracurricular, and preparation of supporting infrastructure. The institutionalization of 

the strategy for developing Islamic religious education is by establishing an institution 

culture or school culture, namely the process of internalizing the character values of 

Islamic religious education in everyday life. Creating a conducive situation and 

condition for the development of the character values of Islamic religious education 

through 4 (four) components, namely school policies and rules, school regulations and 

their implementation, the availability and use of infrastructure for the development of 

Islamic religious education, and the attitudes and behavior of school principals, 

educators , and educational staff. 
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The configuration of the character of the students can be formulated into 3 

(three) formulas, namely the sociological formula, the psychological formula, and the 

formula for the integration of the sociological formula system. Both aspects of identity 

or identity. Third, aspects of personality identity, beliefs, and outlook on life, and 

fourth, aspects of structural function. the psychological formula for forming the 

character of students is through 3 (three) aspects, namely first, the teachings of Islam 

which include individual and social, second, worship activities both religious rituals 

(divinity) and humanity and third, the atmosphere of religious life in the school 

environment along with awareness religion in school. The formula for the integration 

of the Islamic education system through 3 (three) aspects, namely: First, the integration 

of objectives, second, the integration of materials, and third, the integration of 

processes. The three formulas form the configuration of the seven values or the 

character values of the students. 
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